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INTRODUCTION

This report is the second in a new series of annual marriage
- statistics publicatioms.

The tables have been designed in content and format to fa-
cilitate more rapid reproduction and distribution of the data as
it becomes available. This edition of the annual marriage sta-
tistics report is part of an extended series of separate
publications of similar format for births, deaths, abortionms,
morbidity, and population. It is hoped that the user will find
the format informative and easy to reference.

Statistics provided in this publication are summarized from
items reported on marriage certificates filed with the New Jersey
State Registrar. Marriages are tabulated by place of occurrence.
All individual identifiers are removed prior to tabulation of
data for statistical purposes.
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OVERVIEW

In 1980, the number of marriages in New Jersey increased for the
third consecutive year. Reaching a level of 55,794, the number of
marriages increased 1,054 or 1.9 percent from 1979. The rate per
1,000 population was 7.6, an increase of 0.1 from the previous year's
level to the highest rate of marriages to population since 1974.

The greatest number of marriages (6,606) occurred in Essex County.
Cape May County reported the highest marriage rate, 8.3. Other counties
reported marriages ranging from a low of 492 in Salem County to a high
of 6,266 in Bergen County, and rates ranging from 6.6 in Ocean County
to 8.0 in Hudson, Passaic, and Somerset Counties.

Average age at marriage declined for both women and men. The
average age for men dropped 0.1 points to 29.0. The average age for
women fell 0.5 points to 25.8, the lowest level recorded since 1973.

The number of women and men marrying before age 25 continued to
decline. In 1980, 54.1% of the women married before age 25, down from
55.8% in 1979 and 72.1% in 1970. The percentage of men marrying be-
fore age 25 was 38.2% 1in 1980, a decrease from 39.5% in 1979 and 57.3%
in 1970.

Although the average age at marriage continued to decline, the
proportion of women and men who were previously married did not con-
tinue the climb of previous years. Of all men married in 1980, 27.4%
were previously wed, a decrease of 0.3% from the previous year. Data
show that 24.7% of the women were previously married, a slight increase
of 0.1%Z from 1979.






TABLES

Estimated Average Age at Marriage and Previous
Marital Status: 1965-1979, State

Marriages By Previous Marital Status of Husband,
By Previous Marital Status of Wife, State

Marriages By Age of Husband, By Age of Wife, State

Marriages By Previous Marital Status and Average
Age, Counties and Municipalities
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TARBLE 1
New Jersey

Estimated Average Age at Marriage and Previous Marital Status: 1966-1980
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