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INTRODUCTION

This report is the second in a new series of annual mortality
statistics publications. The tables have been changed from previous
publications in content and format to facilitate more rapid repro-
duction and distribution of the data as it becomes available,

This edition of the annual mortality statistics report is part
of an extended series of separate publications of similar format on
births, marriages, abortions, morbidity, and population. It is
hoped that the user will find the new format more informative and
easier to reference.

Statistics provided in this publication are data summarized
from death certificates filed with the New Jersey State Registrar
as required by New Jersey vital statistics legislation. Deaths
to New Jersey residents occurring out-of-state are recorded in
the state of occurrence and forwarded to the New Jersey State
Registrar. All individual identifiers are removed prior to
tabulation of data for statistical purposes.
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OVERVIEW

MORTALITY RATE

There were 68,762 New Jersey resident deaths in 1980, an increase of
3,267 over 1979, The mortality rate, the ratio of deaths to population
size, was 933.7 per 100,000 population. Nationally, the mortality rate
in 1980 was 892.6 deaths per 100,000 population.

In New Jersey, the mortality rate for males, 1017.0 was higher
than for females-857.0. The white population rate of 1000.6 was higher
than the nonwhite population rate of 596.9 for the year. For population
groups divided by both race and sex, the highest mortality rate occurred

among white males, 1076.5, and the lowest rate among nonwhite females
496.8,

Comparisons of age-specific mortality rates for whites and nonwhites
show higher mortality rates for nonwhites in age groups under 65 years of
age except age 15-24. For the population 65 years of age and older, and
15-24 years, the mortality rate was higher among whites than among non-
whites. The difference between the two populations was most pronounced
for the 25-44 year age group where the mortality rate for nonwhites, 241.0,
was 105.5 points higher than the rate for whites, 135.5.

For males, age-specific mortality rates were higher for all age groups
than the corresponding rates for females. In the 15-24 year age group the
male rate, 149.0 was more than three times the female rate-45.6. The mor-
tality rate for males aged 25-44, 216.7, was more than twice the rate for
females-96.7.

Cape May County had the highest mortality rate, 1520.6 among New
Jersey's twenty-one counties. The lowest rate, 674.7, occurred in Bur-
lington County. The following counties had mortality rates higher than
the State average: Atlantic (1350.2), Bergen (940.8), Camden (935.7),
Cape May (1520.6), Cumberland (974.7), Essex (1008.5), Hudson (1098.1),
Ocean (1247.0), Passaic (935.0), Union (988.1), and Warren (959.4).

LEADING CAUSES

In 1980, early infant mortality was no longer one of the ten leading
causes of death. Nephritis and Nephrosis replaced it as the ninth leading
cause of death. The ten leading causes of death in 1980 were nearly the
same as in 1979 and 1978: (1) diseases of the heart, (2) malignant neo-
plasms, (3) cerebrovascular disease, (4) accidents, (5) pneumonia and
influenza, (6) diabetes mellitus, (7) chronic liver disease and cirrhosis,
(8) arteriosclerosis, (9) nephritis and nephrosis, and (10) artery, arte-
rioles, and capillary disease. Mortality rates for diseases of the heart
and malignant neoplasms increased from the previous year. These diseases
as the two leading causes of death, continued to account for approximately
two-thirds of all deaths.
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Cerebrovascular

LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH
1970 1980

Diseases of Heart
427

All Other
27.5

All Other Diseases of Heart
28.1 43.2

Cerebrovascular
Disease

7.3

Disease
9.2

Malignant
Neoplasms
225

Malignant
Neoptasms

19.6

Data by age groups show that accidents were the leading cause of
death for the population under 25 years of age. For the population aged
25-44 years, malignant neoplasms exceeded accidents as the leading cause
of death. For the population aged 45 years and older, diseases of the
heart continued as the leading cause of death. For those aged 15-44
cancer did not continue to be the second leading cause of death. Sui-
cide was the second leading cause of death in the 15-24 age group while
heart disease was the second leading cause in the 25-44 age group.

INFANT DEATHS

Infant mortality refers to deaths of persons under one year of age
and is usually measured relative to the number of live births recorded
during the same year. In 1980, the number of infant deaths declined to
1,201 from the previous year's level of 1,223, a decrease of 22 deaths.
The infant mortality rate dropped 0.3 to 12.5 per 1,000 live births
from 1978 to 1979.

There were 761 white infant deaths and 438 nonwhite infant deaths.
The infant mortality rate for whites was 10.3, a decrease of 0.1 from
the 1978 rate of 10.4 infant deaths per 1,000 live births. Among non-
whites the infant mortality rate decreased 1.4 from 22.4 to 21.0 infant
deaths per 1,000 live births.
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NEONATAL DEATHS

Most infant deaths occurred during the first month of life. These
deaths are referred to as neonatal deaths. In 1980, there were 829 neo-
natal deaths, a decline of 44 from the number reported in 1979. The
neonatal mortality rate 8.6, decreased 0.5 per 1,000 live births, from
the 1979 level of 9.1 to the lowest level on record.

There were 561 white and 266 nonwhite neonatal deaths recorded. The
neonatal mortality rates for whites and nonwhites were 7.6 and 12.7, re-
spectively. The rate for whites decreased 0.1 per 1,000 live births,
while the rate for nonwhites, decreased 2.3 from 1979 levels of 7.7 and
15.0, respectively.

FETAL DEATHS

A fetal deaths is defined as a death occurring prior to complete
expulsion or extraction of a fetus from its mother., Other commonly used
terms are stillbirth and spontaneous abortion. Fetal deaths occurring
after the completion of twenty or more weeks of gestation are required
by law to be reported to the State Registrar.

Fetal deaths in 1980 numbered 925, nearly the same as in 1979, when
931 such deaths were recorded. The fetal death rate, the number of fetal
deaths per 1,000 live births continued the previous year's decline. The
rate dropped 0.1 per 1,000 live births, from 9.7 to 9.6 over the year.

The number of white fetal deaths dropped from 577 in 1979 to 571 in
1980 while nonwhite fetal deaths increased from 324 to 327 during the
same year. The fetal death rate for the white population fell 0.1 points
from 7.8 to 7.7 in 1980, For the nonwhite population the rate declined
0.2 from 15.9 in 1979 to 15.7 in 1980.

PERINATAL DEATHS

Perinatal mortality is a composite statistic used to measure the
critical period in human development just prior to birth and shortly
thereafter. Perinatal mortality, as presented in this report includes
fetal deaths and neonatal deaths. There were 1,754 perinatal deaths in
1980, a decrease of 50 from 1979. The perinatal mortality rate decreased
0.7 from 18.7 to 18.0 deaths per 1,000 births plus fetal deaths. Rates
for whites and nonwhites, recorded as 15.2 and 28.0, respectively, de-
clined from 1979 rates from 15.4 and 30.4, respectively.

MATERNAL DEATHS

Maternal deaths continued to decline in 1980, Five deaths were
reported, a decrease of three from the eight deaths recorded in 1979.
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Table 11
Resident Deaths
Percent By Sex, Race and Age

: 1980

New Jersey
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Table 12

Resident Deaths

Sex, Race, Age

Percent By County

1980

New Jersey
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DEFINITIONS

Age-Specific Mortality Rate - the number of deaths of persons of a given
age group per 100,000 estimated persons in that age group usually expressed
as an annual rate.

Cause Group - a summary of deaths resulting from, or cases of,related
diseases as defined by the International Classification of Diseases
Adapted For Use in the United States, published by the U. S. Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare; usually specified by a series of
3-digit codes i.e. 140-208 - malignant neoplasms.

Estimated Population - the estimated number of persons in a given group
based on the latest census data and adjusted for annual births, annual
deaths and net migration.

Fetal Death - a death prior to complete expulsion or extraction from its
mother of a product of conception, irrespective of the duration of preg~
nancy also known as a stillbirth. The death of an infant that has
breathed or shown other evidence of life, no matter for how short a
period, should be reported as a live birth and an infant death.

Fetal Death Rates - the number of fetal deaths occurring in the twentieth
week of gestation or later (required by law to be registered as fetal
deaths) per 1,000 live births, usually expressed as an annual rate.

Infant Death - the death of a baby under one year of age, no matter how
short a period a time the baby breathed or shown other evidence of life.

Infant Mortality Rate - the number of infant deaths per 1,000 live births,
usually expressed as an annual rate.

ICD 9 Code - a listing of disease classifications known as the "Ninth
Revision International Classification of Diseases Adapted For Use in the
United States", published by the United States Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare, used in the statistical coding and tabulation
of specific disease morbidity and mortality.

Maternal Death - a death of a woman occurring during the period of
pregnancy or following delivery of the infant and related to the
pregnancy or delivery of the infant.

Maternal Mortality Rate - the number of maternal deaths per 10,000 live
births, usually expressed as an annual rate.

Mortality - the number of deaths.
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Neonatal - of, relating to, or affecting the newborn and especially the
human infant during the first month of life.

Neonatal Mortality Rate - as used in this text, the number of deaths of
infants under 28 days of age per 1,000 live births, per year.

Perinatal - of, relating to, or affecting the fetus and the newborn,
especially the human infant during the first month of life.

Perinatal Mortality Rate - the number of deaths of infants less than
28 days of age, and registered fetal deaths per 1,000 live births
plus registered fetal deaths.

Race-Specific Mortality Rate - the number of deaths in a given ethnic
group per 100,000 estimated population in that ethnic group.

Sex—Specific Mortality Rate - the number of deaths of males/females per
100,000 estimated males/females in the population.
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